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ATTENTION STOCKHOLDERS
 (
MODOT will be closing 
Fairfax
 Bridge
 for inspections on
March 31st-4 to 9      April 1st- 4 to 9
April 5th
 to the 
8th-4 to 9
) (
Happy Birthday
to those residents that celebrate their birthdays in April!
)[image: C:\Users\LHibler\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet Files\Content.IE5\SQAOZF9E\MCj03985710000[1].wmf] (
Inside This Issue
2009 Tax Information
1
Neighborhood Watch
2
H
ints about living in The Homes
3
Helpful Info
4
Events
5
Public Service 
Announcements
7
Units for sale
8
KCK Sales Tax
9-10
Q.H.F.C.U.
11
Calendar
1
2
) (
IMPORTANT TELEPHONE NUMBERS
THE HOMES, INC.  -  913-321-2471
     
AFTER HOURS MAINTENANCE  -  913-948-2211
Q.H.F. CREDIT UNION  -  913-342-3421
     CITY QUESTIONS & COMPLAINTS  -  311
KCK ANIMAL CONTROL  -  913-321-1445
     POTHOLES  -  913-573-8307
KCK POLICE DEPARTMENT  -  913-596-3000
) (
2009 TAX INFORMATION
PRO RATA PORTION OF 2009 REAL ESTATE TAXES:
$262.50 per single unit
$524.40 per double unit
SENIOR CITIZEN UTILITY TAX REBATE PROGRAM
The Unified Government’s Clerk Office is accepting applications for the Senior Citizen Utility Tax Rebate Program.  Kansas City, Ks residents who were 65 or older during the entire calendar year of 2009 and did not make more than $25,000 of income are eligible for the discount.
For more information, contact the UG’s Clerk office at 913-573-5260 or the Office of the Area Agency on Aging at 913-573-8531 or 1-888-661-1444.
) (
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NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH NEWS
NEXT MEETING TUESDAY APRIL 6TH, 6:30 PM-
Homes Clubroom
If you see something or someone suspicious, please call 911 and report it.  The Major who commands the East Patrol says he wants all such incidents logged and investigated.  
REPORT ACTS OF CRIME TO THE OFFICE.
  If you have been a victim of crime, please report it to the office after you have filled out a police report.  We would like you to complete an incident report which is similar to a police report.  This allows us to monitor crime in the neighborhood.
Report unlawful vehicles to our community police officer, Elaine Moore  913-573-8703.
How much do you know about 
Home Fire Safety
?  Robert Archer of Protect Safety Solutions LLC will be the featured speaker at the Neighborhood Watch Meeting on April 6 at 6:30 pm.
For helpful information on securing your home, stop by the office and pick up a copy of 
"THINGS YOUR BURGLAR WON'T TELL YOU"
HELP SECURE YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD AND JOIN
NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH
)
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WHY YOU SHOULD BE A PART OF NEIGHBORHOOD WATCH

Being a part of this group, you will be better informed of what is going on in your neighborhood
   
 and the first to know when crimes occur near you. 

It has been statistically proven that watch programs are effective in crime prevention. The 
    
investment of your time in such programs will yield huge returns by making your neighborhood 
    
as well as your own home a safer and better place to live. 

This program educate its group members about what security measures are effective and 
    
ineffective. 

This programs can be a good tool for dealing with issues such as barking dogs, loud parties, 
    
abandoned vehicles, run down properties, and other issues that attract criminal activity. 

Your neighbors can be a pillar in your home security program. Being an active member of a 
    
Neighborhood Crime Watch Program guarantees that both law enforcement and your neighbors 
    
will part take in maintaining your home security. 
)
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HELPFUL HINTS
 ABOUT LIVING IN THE HOMES
SPRING CLEAN UP.
  May 3rd - May17th a large dumpster will be available at the Homes office for residents to get rid of any unwanted items that may be cluttering your yards or homes.
)
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GRASS SEED.  
A healthy lawn of lots grass not only looks good but controls erosion.  SEED, SEED, SEED.  The office offers free seed to residents.
TOD.  
The office has an official TOD (Transfer on Death) form.  
In the event of your death, who will your home go to.  If you do not have a will or a TOD, the state will control who your home goes to.  
Please secure your future and request/complete this form.
SURVEILLANCE.  
The Board of Directors has approved a request form and rules for the use of video surveillance equipment outside your unit for security.  If you 
have installed surveillance equipment or plan to 
please contact the office.
CARBON MONOXIDE DETECTORS.
  Carbon monoxide or CO is found in combustion fumes that are produced by g
as 
stove
s and heating systems. CO from these sources can build up in enclosed or semi-enclosed spaces.
  
People and animals in these spaces can be poisoned by breathing it.
  
The Homes offers carbon monoxide detectors for $25
 installed
.
NOISE.
  Please be mindful of the level of noise you create.  It is our responsibility to keep the sound we make to a reasonable level so we are not disturbing our neighbors.  Sometimes, simply communicating with your neighbors and working out an understanding can resolve this and many other problems.
YARDS & PORCHES.
  Please take the time to clean up/organize your yard and porch.  
The size of our porches do not allow for you to keep many items on them before they start to look cluttered and messy.
  If you do not have a shed, an affordable idea to store your items in are deck and patio boxes.  They range in cost from $30 to $100 and can be purchased on-line or at your local discount store.  Items that should not be on your porch...appliances, boxes, buckets, mops, paint containers or any other "non outdoor" items.
ONLY FLUSH TOILET PAPER.
  The pipes in our homes are over 60 years old.  They do not have the capacity to wash away any other material.  Do not flush baby wipes, feminine hygiene products, diapers, paper towels, Q tips, etc.  
If maintenance finds these items consistently causing a back up in your pipes you may be charged for the repair
.
SETTLING ISSUES.  
To prevent settling issues of your residence make sure your gutter down spouts are equipped with a splash guard and the water is running away from your home.  If you do not have a splash guard or the gutter down spout is running water to your foundation, please call the office.
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Helpful Information

· 2010 Census.  You should have received your 2010 census in the mail.  Please take the time to complete the 10 questions  and return it.  It is the most important tool that the US government uses to assess the needs of its citizens.  The census will ...
     Make certain that Wyandotte County receives its proper share of Federal and State 
     grants.
     Shows trends to help attract businesses.
     Develops social service programs.
     Studies transportation and housing needs.
     Establishes job training programs.
     Plan school district boundaries and future school construction.
The answers you give are confidential and cannot be obtained by law enforcement or tax agencies, and cannot be used in court.  Help shape your community and complete/return your 2010 census.

· Want to know about what is "Going On" in The Homes.  Check out www.facebook.com or www.twitter.com.  Become a fan and post pictures or helpful information.

· Please remember to have you pet spayed or nuetered.  The Humane Society (5445 Parallel Parkway, Kansas City, KS  66104 - 913-596-1000) offers the best rates for this service.  For dogs to be spayed or nuetered, along with the required vaccinations it is $36.  For cats to be spayed or nuetered, along with the required vaccinations it is $5.  Shirley Elmore volunteers to pick up your dog or cat and take them to the Humane Society then bring them home after the procedure.  Please call the office for Shirley's contact information.  Help reduce the senseless destruction of 8 million unwanted cats and dogs every year.

· The Homes practices preventative maintenance by using pest management services.  This service takes time and money to coordinated, that you pay for through your maintenance fees.  For this service to be efficient residents need to do the following...If your residence is cluttered (items stored, stacked or strewn around),  please take the time to remove these items for proper pest management.  If you have food or drink residue, please take the time to clean for proper pest management.  With all our efforts combined we can make your residence and the Homes a safe and comfortable place to live.

· Maintenance staff does not have access to keys to your unit after hours.  If you are locked out of your unit after hours, please call one of the following locksmiths:
Smallwood, 371-5678 (takes Visa and MasterCard)		Cadillac Jack, 631-8822 (speaks Spanish)
J & D Lock & Key, 526-3425/961-0799 (speaks Spanish) 	Jim's Lock, 321-3421 (press 26)
You will have to show ID with the unit number on your driver's license or other official ID before the locksmith will open the door.  The minimum charge is at least $75.00.  Smallwood accepts Visa and MasterCard, all others accept CASH!!

· Would you like a FREE checkup of your child's health and your home?  To qualify, all you need is to:
-Live in the Kansas City Metro area.
-Have a child between 2 and 17 years of age, with asthma, allergies, sinus problems, constant cough, or other constant health problems.
-Your child stays at your home at least 4 nights per week.
-Own your home, or have lived in the same rental unit the last 6 months and plan to be there the next 12 months.
-Meet the HHP Median Family Income Guidelines.


The FREE home checkup includes: checking indoor air quality and ventilation, dust and allergen levels, moisture and mold, a household chemical survey, a home maintenance survey, and a home safety check up.  All families will receive a Health Home Cleaning Kit that includes a HEPA Vacuum, high quality furnace filters, and a set of healthy home cleaning supplies.  The Kansas City Safe & Healthy Home Partnership presents THE HEALTHY HOME PROGRAM Call 816-855-1895.  Enroll Now!

· For Sale, Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens four grave plots.  Prime spot next to office right at entrance.  $1200.00 for one or $2000.00 for two.  Call 913-271-3228, Jimmie Ahlstedt.

 (
EVENTS
Vote on April 13th (Tuesday).  On the ballot is the KCK Public Safety and Community Infrastructure Sale Tax of a 3/8 -cent increase in the KCK sales tax.  The location to vote is Olivet Institutional Baptist Church, 2013 N. 7th Street.  See the pages 15-16 to inform yourself of the issue and VOTE!
Abdallah Shrine Rodeo.  May 27th, 28th and 29th
.
  At the Leavenworth County Fairgrounds, Tonganoxie, Kansas.  Program starts at 7:30 p.m. all 3 evenings.  Antique Car Show on Saturday morning.  Tickets $12 for adults, $4.00 kids 6-12, free for under 6.  For more information go to www.shrinerodeo.com or call Bob Anver for tickets 913-342-2660.
The Wyandotte/Leavenworth Area Agency on Aging is having its seventh anual Older Americans Month Celebration on Thursday, May 20th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.  The location is George Meyn Community Center - 126th & State Avenue.  There will be games, food, entertainment, health screenings, physical fitness and door prizes.
2010 Household Hazardous Waste Collection Days.  The days for drop off are Saturdays April 17, May 15, June 19, July 17, August 21, September 18 and October 16, 2010.  Wyandotte county residents can bring tires, motor oil, batteries, antifreeze, degreasers, paints, 
varnishes
, solvents, lawn & garden insecticides/pesticides, and household cleaning products to 2443 South 88th Street, Kansas City, Kansas.  For additional information call 573-5400.
)
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IN OUR THOUGHTS…..
  Eva Dickerson, Stacy Dickerson’s mother passed away in March.
CONGRATULATIONS…..
Robert Anver & Karen Saunders on their March 12th wedding.
IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO MAKE AN ANOUCEMENT SUCH AS A BIRTH, WEDDING OR DEATH PLEASE CALL THE OFFICE
)







OPEN HOUSES
785 Manorcrest, 839 Manorcrest and 882 Manorcrest
are for sale!
Saturday, April 10th and Sunday April 11th,
from 1:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m.
These units have new carpet, flooring, paint and fixtures.  The Homes will be excepting sealed bids for these units.  If the Board of Directors accepts a bid, it will be pending approval once application process is completed and reviewed by credit the committee.  Please stop by and enjoy some refreshments.
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THE HOMES WANTS YOU

Volunteers wanted to organize a committee for Yards of the month.  Please call the office for more information.  Help acknowledge residents for their commitment and encourage residents to take pride in their homes and yards.


Would you like to be involved in a community group that plays bunco or bingo, has pot luck lunches/dinners or hosts children's activities?   If you have an idea for a community group that will benefit the residents of the Homes, please call the office for helpful information on how to start.


 (
HANDYMAN SERVICES
TODD BOTHWELL
816-517-6639
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HOUSECLEANING SERVICES
ANGELICA GAETA
816-521-0475
)










 (
COMPUTER PROS
816-741-5127
) (
JOSE’S AUTO SERVICE
1413 N. 18
th
 St
Kansas City, Ks 66102
371-9101
)







 (
C & E RECYCLING
ERIC GOEPFERT
913-907-6764
CHRIS METZGER
913-371-7267
)




 (
RELIABLE FLOORING
SHAWN WALTERS
913-944-1970
) (
Open Door Mobile Notary Services
Mary Jane Watson
28 Viewcrest
Kansas City, KS 66101
Ph. 913-281-4405
)







 (
“
C” SMITH FOR DECORATING
PAINTING & PAPERING
INTERIOR SPECIALIST
CLYDE SMITH
913-481-6777
csmithpainter@yahoo.com
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	The Homes          Units for Sale

	ONE BEDROOM
	Owner
	Phone

	None Available at this time

	
	
	

	TWO BEDROOM UP
	Owner
	Phone

	708 Manorcrest
	Sipaila
	913.206.3426

	745 Manorcrest
	Hullaby
	913.371.7675

	757 Manorcrest
	QHFCU
	913.342.3421

	785 Manorcrest
	The Homes
	913.321.2471

	837 Manorcrest
	Storkel
	913-207-9615

	839 Manorcrest
	The Homes
	913.321.2471

	882 Manorcrest
	The Homes
	913.321.2471

	3109 N. 9th
	Alonzo
	913.441.3419

	3116 N. 9th
	Scheidel
	816.216.6923

	3 Summitcrest
	DeLong
	913.710.7586

	4 Reidcrest
	Ye
	913-281-3225

	11 Reidcrest 
	McGrew
	913.621.0403

	113 Viewcrest
	Melendez
	913.233.1067

	
	
	

	TWO BEDROOM DOWN
	Owner
	Phone

	727 Manorcrest
	Bluebaum
	913.645.8225

	782 Manorcrest
	Fragoso
	913.371.6117

	792 Manorcrest
	Amparan
	913.371-6117

	825 Manorcrest
	Bartko
	913.677.2490

	840 Manorcrest
	Reynolds
	913.530.7300

	859 Manorcrest
	St. Lawrence
	816.616.8329

	954 Manorcrest
	Ramos
	913.621.4532

	3199 N. 9th
	Anver
	913.530.9388

	828 Roswell
	Gonzales
	913.231.5855

	838 Roswell
	Adame
	913.238.8346

	841 Roswell
	Gregg
	913.371.5673

	2 Viewcrest
	Zimmerman
	913.334.7166

	36 Viewcrest
	Huang
	816.588.7208

	80 Viewcrest
	Vandaveer
	816.721.3789

	115 Viewcrest
	Rivas
	913.371.3001

	120 Viewcrest
	Oaks
	913.321.2471

	130 Viewcrest 
	Rivera
	913.522-9147

	THREE BEDROOM
	Owner
	Phone

	828 Manorcrest
	Lin
	913.271.1588

	836 Roswell
	Pineda
	913.980.8937

	23 Viewcrest
	Martinez
	913.909.3712

	34 Viewcrest
	Villamar
	913.709.6365

	42 Viewcrest
	Dickinson
	913-710-9041

	139 Viewcrest
	Dulac
	913.205.4000

	DOUBLE UNIT
	Owner
	Phone

	84 / 86 Viewcrest
	Eberhardt
	913.281.5847

	
	
	

	
	
	


 (
THE HOMES, INC.
A NICE PLACE TO LIVE
The office welcomes referrals and encourages residents to tell their friends and relatives to submit application to live here
.  
Help us get units sold. 
Having friends and relatives close by fosters unity within the community .
ATTENTION STOCKHOLDERS
With Units for Sale!
  If 
your unit
 is listed
 for sale with the
 
office, 
  
  
we ask that it be clean, and ready to show at 
  
all times. A fresh coat of paint, carpets 
  
cleaned, and clutter put away could mean 
  
the difference in someone just looking or a 
  
firm offer.…
The Homes will show your unit.
  Take the time to clean your unit up.  Get rid of any unwanted items, clean and vacuum... a little bit of effort goes a long way.
List it in the newsletter
List it on our website
Promote, Advertise, Show & Sell your unit
.
  Have an open house and advertise it.  Take pictures that showcase your unit and submit them for the Homes website.
If it hasn’t sold in 6 months re-evaluate your asking price – negotiate with a potential buyer.
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Question and Answer
KCK Public Safety and Community Infrastructure Sales Tax 
· KCK voters will decide on April 13 whether to approve a 3/8-cent increase in the KCK sales tax.
  
· The new revenue raised by the tax would pay for public safety services and community infrastructure projects, including street repairs and curbs and sidewalks in neighborhoods. The dedicated sales tax will sunset in 10 years unless voters renew it. 
What Does a "YES" vote mean?
Voting yes means there will be a new source of money to help protect the KCK Police Department and KCK Fire Department from further budget cuts which will weaken public safety efforts. A yes vote also means new revenue to pay for street repairs and neighborhood  improvements such as curbs and sidewalks. 
What Does a "NO" vote mean? 
Voting no means there won't be a new source of money to help ease the severe, on-going budget shortfalls confronting the community. Budgets will be cut deeper, including the KCK Police and Fire Departments. Street repairs and neighborhood improvements such as curbs and sidewalk projects will continue to be suspended. The Unified Government will be forced to consider increasing the property tax rate. 
Why is the Unified Government experiencing such severe budget shortfalls? 
The economic recession is taking a heavy toll on the revenues which pay for Unified Government services. The national collapse of the housing market caused an increase in foreclosures, a decrease in home sales and a severe decline in property tax revenues. Rising unemployment and slower consumer spending created  a drastic drop in sales tax collections. And the Kansas Legislature, facing its own budget crisis, slashed millions in funding promised to the Unified Government. 
· Elimination of the Machinery and Equipment Tax is costing the Unified Government
$5.6-million annually in lost revenues.
  
· The drop in assessed values on residential and commercial properties has reduced
property tax revenues by $8.1-million.
  
· Sales tax revenues slipped by $2.2-million. 
What has the Unified Government already done to cut costs?
The 2010 Budget contained millions of dollars in cuts. Most UG employees are under a two year pay freeze and are forced to take 15 days of unpaid furlough, which amounts to a 4.5% pay cut. Most union employees agreed to waive promised pay increases. The UG workforce has been reduced by 15%, totaling more than 300 employees. All departments are operating under at least a 10% reduction in their budgets. 
Did the Unified Government raise property taxes in 2010?
No. The Unified Government Commission made a policy decision to not solve the budget crisis by raising property taxes. That decision was made despite the fact that assessed property values across the county fell an average 10%, meaning property tax revenues were $8.1-million less than the year before. 
How much new revenue is the 3/8-cent sales tax expected to raise?
It's estimated to raise $6-million annually for public safety and community infrastructure projects. It will raise an additional $2.25-million in Village West will be put toward paying STAR Bonds.  
What is the current KCK sales tax and what will a 3/8-cent increase cost me?
The current sales tax in most of KCK is 7.55%. Approval of the 3/8-cent sales tax increase will make the sales tax rate 7.925% in most of KCK. That means you'll pay 7.9 cents for each $1 spent. 


How much will this proposal increase a $100 purchase?
If the sales tax proposal passes, the sales tax on a $100 purchase will increase 38-cents. 
Isn't the sales tax higher than 7.5% at Village West, The Legends, Plaza at the Speedway and other shopping centers?
Yes. Some shopping areas in KCK have additional taxes ranging from 1/10th of a cent to one penny. For example, some stores at Village West have a 7.6% sales tax rate, while others have a sales tax totaling 8.1%. At Prescott Plaza and Plaza at the Speedway the rate is 8.5%. 
Do any other cities in the KC metro have sales tax rates over 8%                                
Yes. Many cities including Mission, Lenexa, Leawood, Overland Park, Lee's Summit, Independence and Kansas City, Missouri have sales taxes over 8%. Some shopping areas, such as Zona Rosa and one in Leawood have sales tax rates over 9%. And KCMO adds an extra 2% tax on restaurant and bar tabs. 
Will the Unified Government keep the new sales tax collected at Village West  or will it go towards paying off the STAR Bonds? 
All sales tax collected at The Legends and most of Village West will go toward paying off STAR Bonds. The exceptions are the JC Penney store, Target, National Tire and Battery, Taco Bueno and Panda Express. The 3/8-cent increase would raise an extra $2.25-million toward paying off the STAR Bonds. Much of that amount will be paid by tourist and visiting shoppers from other cities.  
Will the sales tax be added to gasoline I buy at the pump?
No. 
Will the fee on my BPU bill be reduced if this sales tax increase passes?
The Payment in Lieu of Taxes (PILOT) fee on BPU electric and water services is already set to go down in 2011 and 2012. The fee will drop .09% next year and an additional 2% in 2012, for a total reduction of almost 3% over the next two years. 
If the sales taxes passes will the freeze on Unified Government employee pay be lifted?
The additional revenues raised by the sales tax will strengthen the Unified Government's financial condition and help protect against deeper cuts to important programs and services. While the Unified Government budget will be in better shape if the sales tax passes, it won't guarantee that pay raises for non-union employees can be paid in 2011. 
Will passage of the sales tax end furlough days for Unified Government employees?
Passage of the dedicated public safety and community infrastructure sales tax will improve the Unified Government's financial situation, but many other factors play into building the budget. It's too soon to say for sure that there will be no furlough days in 2011, but passage of the sales tax greatly increases the chances that furlough days can be ended. 
The new revenue will benefit the KCK Police Department, Fire Department and public works improvement projects. How will it help other Unified Government departments?
The $6-million in projected new revenues raised by the sales tax will help the overall budget by filling part of the budget shortfall. With those funds going to support public safety and community infrastructure improvements, the pressure on other funds will be lessened, improving the chances against deeper budget reductions in other departments.
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After Hours Emergency:
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	Sunday
	Monday
	Tuesday
	Wednesday
	Thursday
	Friday
	Saturday

	
	
	

	
	1
	2
	3

	4
	5
PEST CONTROL SERVICE
	6
NEIGHBORHOOD
WATCH 6:30PM
	7
	8
	9

	10
OPEN HOUSE FOR THE HOMES UNITS
1:00-5:00 PM

	11 
OPEN HOUSE FOR THE HOMES UNITS
1:00-5:00 PM
	12

	13
	14

	15
	16
	17
.

	18
	19
THE HOMES, INC
BOARD
MEETING
6:00 PM
-------------------
PEST CONTROL SERVICE
	20
	21
CREDIT UNION BOARD
MEETING
4:30 PM
	22
	236
	24

	25
	26
	27
	28
	29
	30
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NEWSLETTER INFORMATION:  This newsletter is intended to inform and notify in an unbiased form. It is published in cooperation with The Homes, Inc.,  The Quindaro Neighborhood Watch, The Quindaro Homes Federal Credit Union, and the stockholders of The Homes, Inc. No discrimination against any person or group is intended or tolerated. If a stockholder would like to submit material for the Newsletter, please submit to the office in writing no later than the 20
th
 of the month.- 
Newsletter Editor, 
Debbie Walters
)
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